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SUBJECT: CABINET CRISIS: WHERE DOES IT LEAVE DEN UYL? 

REE: THE HAGUE 1492 

1 . PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL EMERGES MORNING AFTER THE FALL OF 
HIS CABINET AS TIRED AND SAD BUT STILL EVERY INCH APOLITICIAN 
-EVEN A BIT OF A STATESMAN- WHO CONTINUES TO HAVE HIS EYE 
FIXED UNWAVERINGLY ON LEADING A NEW LEFT/CENTER COALITION 
AFTER THE MAY 25 ELECTIONS. 

2. THE MOOD EOR SUCH A COALITION, BECAUSE OF CATHOLIC 
JUSTICE MINISTER VAN AGT'S DEFECTION IS NOT EXACTLY ROSY AT 
PRESENT. LABOR PARTY LEADERS ARE SORE AND HAVE BEEN UNANIMOUS 
IN DECLARING THEIR DISGUST OF THE MAN THEY SAY TRIPPED THEM 
JUST SHORT OF THE FINISH. BUT THE FACT THAT VAN AGT HAS MADE 
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HIMSELF "PERSONA NON GRATA" TO THE SOCIALIST WILL NOT KEEP 
THEM FROM COOPERATING WITH OTHER CDA POLITICIANS IN AN EEFORT 
TO CONTINUE THE CENTER-LEFT CHRISTIAN-SOCIALIST COALITION. 

THERE IS ALSO PLENTY OF EVIDENCE THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE CDA 
PARLIAMENTARY PARTY CONTINUES TO LEAN TOWARD A CONTINUATION 
OF THE PRESENT COALITION AETER THE ELECTIONS, RECENT 
DIFEICULTIES NOTWITHSTANDING. 
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3. ONE OF DEN UYL'S POLITICAL HALLMARKS HAS BEEN A TENDENCY- 
IN CONTRAST TO THE PRACTICE OF EARLIER PRIME MINISTERS-TO 
PROJECT HIMSLEF PRIMARILY AS A LEADER OF HIS SOCIALIST 
CONSTITUENCY AND ONLY SECONDARILY AS A PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
ENTIRE COUNTRY. ON ONE NOTABLE OCCASION, HOWEVER, IN HANDLING 
THE LOCKHEED BRIBERY SCANDAL IVOLVING PRINCE BERNHARD LAST 
YEAR, HE ACCENTUATED THE PROFILE OF A NATIONAL LEADER, THEREBY 
DRAWING CONSIDERABLE ADMIRATION ANDPRAISE AND EMERGING OUT OF 
THAT RATHER SORDID AFFAIR AS THE ONLY MAJOR PARTICIPANT WHOSE 
IMAGE WAS SUBSTANTIALLY STRENGTHENED. THROUGHOUT THE CURRENT 
CRISIS, AS MANY TIMES BEFORE, DEN UYL HAS CONVEYED THE 
IMPRESSION THAT WITH SUFFICIENT POLITICAL WILT. TO STAY 
TOGETHER THE CABINET UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP COULD SURMOUNT ANY 
POLITICAL OBSTACLE. HE MAINTAINED THIS ATTITUDE TO THE 

END, SETTING THE STAGE FOR PUTTING THE BLAME FOR THE CURRENT 
CRISIS ON JUSTICE MINISTER VAN AGT AND HIS CDA SUPPORTERS. 

HIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE CHAMBER, AFTER OFFERING HIS CABINET'S 
RESIGNATION TO THE QUEEN, HAD A STATESMANLIKE QUALITY. THE 
SETTING, WITH THE PRIME MINISTER ALONE ON THE GOVERNMENT 
BENCHES AND ALL TV CAMERAS FOCUSED ON HIM, ACCENTUATED A PER- 
FORMANCE WHICH LEFT NO ONE IN DOUBT THAT HE MAY BE DOWN BUT 
BY NO MEANS OUT. 

4. DEN UYL'S TACTIC AT PRESENT IS TO GET THE QUEEN, WHO UNDER 
THE CONSTITUTION MUST CONSULT A WIDE RANGE 0 FPOLITICAL 
LEADERS, TO AK THE ENTIRE CABINET TO STAY ON IN A CARETAKER 
CAPACITY. SUCH A CABINET WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE MAJOR 
DECISIONS ON DOMESTIC POLICY BUT COULD BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE 
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TO PROJECT A STRONG FACE TO THE OUTSIDE. AT ROME, FOR INSTANCE, 

HE AND FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE A 
STRONG LINE ON THE IMPORTANT ISSUE OF EC REPRESENTATION AT 
THE SUMMIT, SECURE OF THE UNANIMOUS SUPPORT OF THE SECOND 
CHAMBER (THE HAGUE 1426). THUS, EVEN THOUGH HE WOULD BE PRIME 
MINISTER ONLY OF A CRETAKER GOVERNMENT, DEN UYL WILL NEVER- 
THELESS RETAIN THE IMAGE AND CHARISMA OF LEADERSHIP. 

5. WITHIN HIS PARTY, TH RECENT UNPLEASANT EPISODE MAY HAVE 
SOMEWHAT STRENGTHENED THE DISPOSITION OF SOME OF THE PARTY 
FAITHFUL TO MAINTAIN DOCTRINAL PURITY IN AN OPPOSITION ROLE. 

THE BULK OF THE PARTY, HOWEVER, WILL NO DOUBT AGREE DEN 
UYL THAT IT IS BETTER TO CONTINUE IN GOVERNMENT AND THEREBY 
MAXIMIZE THE POTENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING THEIR SOCIAL AND OTHER 
POLICY OBJECTIVES. OUTSIDE HIS PARTY, IT MAY WELL BE THAT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO DEN UYL YESTERDAY HAS CAST HIM SOMEWHAT IN THE 
ROLE OF AN UNDERDOG. THIS COULD PAY HANDSOME DIVIDENDS ON 
ELECTION DAY. SOCIALIST POLITICANS TODAY, WHILE BEMOANING THE 
FACT THAT THE CABINET WAS BROUGHT DOWN SHORT OF ITS ELECTED 
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MANDATE, ARE CLEARLY UPBEAT AS THEY LOOK TO ELECTIONS. 

BROWN 

LIMITED OEFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, PRIME MINISTER, REPORTS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977THEHA01520 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770099-1061 

Format: TEL 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770329/aaaaayto.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 665420b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 THE HAGUE 1492 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3015274 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CABINET CRISIS: WHERE DOES IT LEAVE DEN UYL? 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, NL, (DEN UYL, JOHANNES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/665420b3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



